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Maths calculation Policy 

This policy supports the Hamilton Trust maths scheme used throughout the school. 

Progression within each area of calculation is in line with the programme of study in the 2014 
National Curriculum. 

This calculation policy should be used to support children to develop a deep understanding of 
number and calculation. This policy has been designed to teach children through the use of 
concrete, pictorial and abstract representations. 

By having a clear and consistent curriculum strategy throughout the school, teachers can 
ensure that children are hearing consistent language and using progressive methods that build 
from one year to the next. This policy shows the written calculation methods together with 
suggested Concrete, Pictorial & Abstract methods (CPA).  

 
Concrete τ a pupil is first introduced to an idea or skill by acting it out with real objects. This is a 
ΨƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴΩ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ǳƴŘerstanding. 

 
Pictorial ς a pupil can now relate the concrete to representations, such as a diagram or picture 
of the problem. 

 
Abstract τa pupil is now capable of representing problems by using mathematical notation, 
for example 12 x 2 = 24. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Wri tten Calculation methods Years 1 -6 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 


